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To the Evcrlaſting "I Oy Ls ji” 


be on”. of ea 


ſ Partly intended for the luh. Res of* Nether 


Browzhton in the County of Leicefter, A 


Wherein there is ſome -{horc Relation of the Ming ' 
© ner of my Convincement , and alſo, ſome few oft 
- Sutferings which were inflifted upon me by fome 0 
the ſid Fah tbicanes, for my fairhful Teſtimony, whi Fr 
I bare for God and his bleſſed Truth. 3% BY 
Wi-h Copies of two Letters ſeat” to rhe Spiricual az 
- ary Cours{ſo called ) in Leicefter or el e.where, wh 
found perſecuting the Innocent for their Conſcienccerl 
Ae che Court's Anſwer, whereby, their Cruelty 
ſcea, and alſs how willing they are to keep men in Prifont, a 
ling vr unable the anchand Wort of thy 
nig# 4) | bln." pe ac L Wot | 
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A. General | 


res?fFonr | 


FOR FHE 


Everlaiting Truch 
G O D 


Parcly intended for the Inhabicants of Nether- 
Broughton in the County of Leicefer, wherezjn rhere 
is ſome ſhort Relation of my Manner of Convince- 
ment z and alſo, ſome few of the S'1fferings which 
were inflicted upon me by ſome of ihe ſaid Inhabt- 


rants, for my Faithful Teftimony, which I bare for 
God and his bleſſed Truth. F £ = 


Eriends and Net 'glbourt, tbe 

T bemgſgor Fred, that I and my Family are removed from 

[ itsin.m; Heart once wore to p Jos may 

| efled eyerlaſting Truth which dota Te m 

| Iwas with you , foritis the ſame" rhit Cir wo em | 
| that believe inthe Light,..and ftfully. obey it, 1 | : 

once more exhort you. unto it, 4s ng that there is . 
Cy in it to preſervs out of the Evil, _ Ds the Cauſe of 


Sorrows in-this World, and 1n Gs ages 
Whey firſt I came coinbabjr a 7 ed En y 
dey! IIS wo 


00 a Baprifh, and zealous ir ng 


Ke. 
» JI bo 


an. 


1 


 toſee, that I ought rot 


PT) 

" 

- 4 
2. 


ow 


T could give Flattering Titles to Man, and fay [Tow] toafingle 
Perſon, andjoyn with you in ſome of your Vain Cuſtoms and 
Faſhions, and then the greateſt part of you ſcemed t5 have 
Breat Re pet for me, ougs 1 didnot go with you ro your 
Worſhip - But after a little while, the Lord in his Everlaſting 
Lave, by bis ble U Light in my Conſcience,” opened my Un- 
derſtanding, wiereby 1 came to fee, that notwithſtanding my 
Profcſfion, tid afthoughl did not joyn with you in the grofſeit 
AQtions, yet | was not-whelely redeemed out of the World's 
ſpirit; and as I cime to cloſe with the bleſſed Light of Criſt 
Jeſus, who 15the true Light, that lighteth every one tat cometh 
into the World ;. it let me (ee my ſhortneſs in the things of God, 
and where all the Prieſts and Profiflyrs were, who believed nor 
in this bleſſed Light in their own! Conſci nces, and that thoſe 
poor deſpiſed People, called Q»«krrs, whom both Profeffor and 
Prophane defided, was God's choſen People, which he | ad ch »- 


"ſen to place his Name in and amongſt, and that | was to wait in 


Silence with them to feel that which 1 had heard them veclarc 
of," an1 the $criptures of Truth pointed at; for God did cpen 
my Underſtanding and an inviſible Eye in me, by which I fa 
through the ſeveral Ourward Diſpenſations ſpoke of in the Serire 
£.rcs of Truth, and that the lefſrr made way for the greater, and 
that Chriſt Jeſus was the Subſtance or End of the T'ypes and 
Shadows, and an Everlaſting High Prieſt, not made after the 
Law of 4 Carnal Commandment, but after the Power of an 
Endleſs Life, to which all were to give heed unto in their own 
Particulars ; for he guides the Feet in the Way of Peace, and 
cord Cts thoſe that are willing to follow him io the S-If-denying 
Life unto.the holy Hill of So», where their Bread' and their 


-Water is {ure ;, to whom be P.aile for evermore.* 

1, And.as I came $0 wait in the true Silence of all fleſhly Rea- 
ſoning and !maginatiens about the Meanings of the Script ire; 
my Uadcrſtanding was more and more opencd, and the blefſcd 


Light more and mote ſhined in my itiward patts,by which I carrie 
4 np eff my Hat in Honour to any Man, 
k : for | faw that God Theu d Adam, 


nor ſay Tu to a fingle P 
nnd 4 my Thiwd God; and Facob's Sons Thou'd their Father, 
. anditatjt was the Langrage which all the holy Mcn ufed pes 


A 


BR yy 
apd .one to. another, and Gad to them; and it opened in my 
cart, thatif F'p :t off ay Hat, or iaid Tox to a fingle peifon, 
to pleaſe that Pait in Man wh ch ſought for Honoir, / did ie 10 
pleaſe the Devil; for it was nothing bur him, who for his Pride 
was caſt out of Heaven, and was entred into the Heart of Man, 
which ſhould be the Temple of God, and there ſought for Ho- 
nonr above God, I faw that the Prieſts and Profeſſors would 
Tyan Gd in their Prayers, and yet be vffcnded that they were 
Thou'd themifelves : What i: this but Lucsfer ? And further, 1 
came to ſce that God's Name ovght not to be taken in vain, nor 
vſed in a vain cuſtemary way, when in the Heart he is not regar-» 
ded ; and therefore when | met People, not knowing what they 
were going tbout, I could not bid them God ſpeed, nor lay Ged 
morrew ; for | ſaw that many uſed thoſe words who did not re« 
card God in ther Hearts, nor hardly think of him when they 
foke them, and therefore I could not uſe them, althovgh I had 
nd il} will to any of you in my Heart, but wiſhed your well do- 
ng, and that you might proſper in every Good Work : But, O! 
w greatly were many of you offended at me, becauſe I could 
not for ConTience ſake joyn with you in that which I ſaw to'be 
Evil ! and ſome of you fought Occafton againſt me, which I 
freely forgive; for I can truly ſay, I thovght n-thing too dear 
to give np for the Teftimony of Jeſus, ant that your Souls might 
be won to the Lord ; fo that Ican truly ſay in the Preſence of the 
Lo-d, in which at this time am, That | loved my Neighbour as 
my ſelf. And as ſoon as I had a Houſe inthe Town to receive 
Friends in, I was __ Love to your Souls, as well as my 
own, tbat there might be Meetings in it 5 and the Lord God, in 
his Everlaſting Love both to me and you, ſent his Scxvants under 
my Roof, to my great ſatisfattion, who preached the Everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel in your Ears, ſo that many of you heard the Sound 
thereof, and were reached and convinced by it; in that day it 
was lovely unto many of you, and thoſe that declared it upto 
you were efteemed by ſome of you as them that could play 
well of an Inftrument, But, oh! how did the Devil get up in 
the Priefts of the Town, Fohn Sheeperſon and T homas Bley, 
who ſtirred up like the Perſecutin / of old) what Perſecus 
tion they could to op the Work of the Lord? How oftendid 


T homie 


»w af 
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T homie 2'oy goto the Magiſtrates in order to get meinto Priſon? 


wy 


' far having Mectiags at my Houſe, who told the Magiſtrates in 


iny.hearing, That sf I was lit alone I would xnds the whole Towr; 
for, failhe, thu Fellow keeps @ Conventicle at bs Houſe every 
Moneth; (ol was ſent to priſon, but the Lord wrovght much 


'for his Ha3nour.z for at that time many Eyes were op-ned to ſee 


over the Perie.uting Prieſts, and ſeveral at that time lecing }is 
Envy, and how unlike the Miniſters of Chiiſt he was, who i«c- 
ver went about toforceany by outward law, or corporal puniſh. 
ment to their Way, quite left him, and became hone(t Friends to 
Truth, and ſo remain to this day ;, and ſoon after I came out of 
priſon, that I might be wearied out of the Town for vint of a 

Livelihood, tte Mill was taken !rom me, and let to agother for 

the fame Rent, which I duly paid, alrhough I had laid out al- 
molt all I had in repairing of it, for which I had no fatisfaCtion, 

«though nothing juſtly covld be laid to my Ciarge; but as the 
Perſecutors of old did againſt Denzel concerning the Law of his 

God, for Chriftopber Haley, who took the Mill from me,faid, If 
1 wonld go tothe Church, and d) as my N:ighbowrs did, 1 ſhould 
Fontinxe in the Mill: And at another time he ſaid, /c ws net 

fie that [ fhould keep the Alih, b, cauſe, {aid he, you ſo dr 1w the 
People after you, my Anſwer was, Idraw them not, if any be 

drawn it 15 he Lord that draweth them ; he ſaid, But you do,or elſe 

they lye, and that I will ſay ts their Faces meaning ſome of the 

People of Nether» Broughton ;, and a ſew Week: aftcr I was turn» 

ed ot of the Mill, 1 with ſome other Friends in the Town were 
fined four Shillings apicce for not going to the Steeple- houſe, for 

which we had Goods taken out of our Houſes, yet notwirhſtand- 

ing all the Cruclty of Manthe Truth proſpered in the Hearts of 

ſome, although ſome otiiers who bad largely cenfeſſed to the 

-Truth, for Fear of the Perſecution, and for the Love which they 
had to the Friendſhip and Preferment of the World, went back 

again, which my Soul truly -pitics; for their Caſe is miſerable 
except they return and remember their firſt Love to Gad, and 
imbrace his blefſed Light in their Conſciences, which will let 
them ſec the Evil of their Wayes, if they turn unto it, but if they 
will ftill go on in Rebellion againſt it, it will be their Congem-» 
nation. So dear Friends and Neighbours, whileſt the Spirit of 
the 


z 


"© 


(7) ' 
the Lord is ſtriving with you, be qbedicnt unto it, and fleig! t 
not your Day of Viſitation ;* for thubGaith the Lord, Afy Firve 
fhall not alwayes flrrue with Man ;, and if it once ceaſe ſtriving, 
thenHardneſs of Heart will enter, &when ſuch have filled up their 
Meaſures, utter DeftruCction will be their Portion from the hand 
of the Juſt God, who delireth net the Death of a Sinner," but had 
rather they would return and live; yet if they will not return at 
the Reproofs of his In''raCtions whicihis the Way to Life, he will 
reward them according to the Deeds done in the Body. Dear 
Neighbours, it is the Deſire of my Heart, that Chriſt Jeſus may 
not have Caule to ſay by you, as once he faid to Fernſalem, Oh 
Jeruſalem, Feru/alem! thou that kill:{# the Prophets, and ftoneff 
them which are ſent wnto thee, haw often would 1 have gatbered thy 
Children together,as a Hen gath:rethherChickens under ber wings, 
ard ye would not ? Behold! your Houſe uu l:fe unto you deſolate ; 
Oh, ſaid he, that thou badft known in this thy Day the things that 
belong to thy Peace, but now thty are hidfrom thine Eyes. And oh 
ye Inhabitants of Nether- Broughton, have not ſome of you beat- 
cn, and abuſed ſome of the Servants of the Lord, and ſet them 
in the Stocks, and taken away our Goods ſeveral times for our 
pcaceable meeting together to wait upon the Lord in Obedience 
to the Requirings of his blefſed Spirit in us. Oh Nicvelas Fan ! 
How barbarous, cruel and deceitful bave thy AQtions been to 
me, and ſeveral others who tack away my Goods, when my 
Body was in Priſon for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, without regard 
to Wife and ſmall Children; thou ſufferedſt R:berr Stevenſon 
that wicked,drunken Informer to pay his Sceres at the Ale- houſe 
with ſome of my Goods, and the reſt ye ſhuffled off, ſome one 
way, and {ome another, as is well known in the Town: Ant 
how deceitfylly didft thou deal with my Mother Zrown and 0. 
thers, but how did the Hand of the Lord meet with thee and the 
Informer ? I ſpeak not to1 praid thee, the Lord is my witneſc, 
but that thou maveſt return and repent and ſhew Mercy; for 
they mayeſt ſee that the Lord is able toconſume thee in a mo« 
ment oftime : I might ſay ſomething of what hath happened to 
ſ-rge others who have had a Hand in perſecuting the Innocent ; 
but I ſhall forbear at this time, and leave things unto the Lord, 


who is the Juſt Judge, and whoſe dreadiul Vengeance will w_ 
take 


. ” 
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"takethe wicked, but Peace tr ſewn for the R igbteoms, and Foy for 


" the Upright in Hart ; and theretore my Jear Friends, uhp are 
.Convinced of the Truth, and make profefſion of the fame, [have 


a few wordsto ſay unto you, that ye may beſzithful to the Lord 
in your Day and Generation ; for the Lord*pgth a Bleſſi. g in; | 


Store for you, if you will walk worthy of it :- Fearmot the wrath 
of Van; for it ſhall tura to the Glory of God, 'as youabile 
faithful. : ol 

Dear Friends, the Honour of God is gre:tly conceraed in 
your Faithfulneſs, ſe all mind your Places, and take heed of thz 
Love and Friendſhip of the World ; for it is Enmity with G »d, 
and the carnal-minded min or woman is not ſ{u\jet t6-4he Law 
of God, neither indeed can be; for To be carnally mrded 1s 
Death, but to be firitna:My-mind:rd is Life and Peace; to follow 
that which makes for Peace with the Everlaſting God, and be 
diligent in keeping to your Meetings, and when you are there, 
let your minds be gathered inward into the heavenly Silence, 
waiting upon the Lord, that you may feel the Arm of his Power 
within you'to uphold you, andto arm you againft all che AſTuults 
-oftheEncmy, wit'\in and without : And fear not the Threatnings 
ofthe Hircling Prieſts; for the Lord will fight for us, if we keep 
faithful unto him; he mide the Chariot Wheels of Fharab 
drary heavily, ſo that the Egyptians ſaid, Let ws flee from the Face 
of Ifracl; for the Lord fighteth for them againſt the Egyptians : 
Ani he is the ſame that ever he was unto thoſe that put their truſt 
in him, You knew how the other Pricſt ſtrove to hinder the 


_ work of the Lordiin the Hcarts of the People of the Town, and 


how Thomas Bleythreatned to have me in the Goal ; and alit- 
"y while after I was put int» priſon, he was turned out ef his 

ace, and if this that now is in place will not take warning by 
his Brethren that were there before him, but will ſtrive'to ſtir up 
Perſecution againſt the Innocent, as they did, let him know that 
the Lord will meet with him: And ſo my Friends, mind you 
your Places, and keep on your Journey towards ſpiritual Care 
an, where the ſpiritual Milk and Honey is known, and the Wine 
of the Kingdom is drunk to the reviving & refreſhing of the lit- 
tle Babes, and feeble Folk in 1ſ-ac! ; wherethe Word of Conſo- 
lation aad Reconciliation is known, So dear Friends, Ry 3 
| 7 


i 
(9) 

the Teſtimony wh ch 1 was conſtrained to bear, when I was with 
you,. againſt the vain Cuſtoms of feaſting and banqueting; O . 
the kurt that that hath done in the Town of Nether- Broughton ! 
it hath drawn many.into idle Diſcour.c,fooliſh Jeſting and Laugh- 
ter, which is Madneſs, and hath clevated the Mind above the 
Witneſs of God, which (if it was minded) would reprove for 
thoſe things. 

But Friends, keep your Hands clean, and touch not the Un- 
clean thing, then will the Lord receive you, he will be your 
Father, and you ſhall be his People. 


So in True and Unfeigned Love unto you and my former 
Neighbours, I reſt 


Tour Friend, 


Leiceſter. Countz«Goal, kG John Wilsford, 


Gth of the 12th AMoneth, 
1676, 


_—. —_——_—— 
— —OO—_ P—_ 


- 
— 


To the Spiritual orEccleſiaftical Court 
(lo call'd) in Leiceſter,or elſewhere, 
where they are found Perſccuting 

the Innocent for their Conſciences 3 

to God. | by '& 


{Oo ye ſpiritual men (fo called) What Scripture have 
/ you to put men into Priſon about Church. and Worſhip ts, 
God? Conſider it well, and give an Anſwer in Soberneſs. Its, 
ſaid” Rev. 2. 10, Behold, the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of. yuu into Pris 
ſon : But its no where ſaid in the Scriptures of Truth, ; That Minis 
ſters of Chuſt, or right-ſpirited Men, fhould caft any ints 

B Priſon 
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Prifon about the Worſhip of God, or things pertaining! to the 
Conſcience, So ſee whoſe Servants ye are : .No ye not know 
who ſet the Sabrans on work to take away fob's Goods for his: 
Integrity to God ? 

And how far did the Excommunication that was in uſe in the 
Apoſtles dayes extend? Did it extend fo far as to put men into 
Priſon for term of Life, except they would come and agree 
with them, and give them ſo much Money, five or fix pounds, 
or more, orlel(s, a« they could getit? Anſwer in Plainneis, acts 
cording to. Scripture.z. for the People are diſſatished with your 
Goings on, finding no ſuch Practices amongft the primitive 
Chriftians, 

[ts true, Saul had Letters from the Chief Prieſt, to go t6 
D+nraſcm, to bring thoſe that cafled on the Name ol the 
Lord Jeſys Chrift to Feruſalem, much like your Praftices now 
adayes ; but we do not find that he did (o after.he came to be+ 
lieve inthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Its ſaid, Fobn faw.a Beaſt come up. out of the Earth, .and: he 
cauſed all'both Small and Great, + ich and Poor, Free and Bond 
to receivea Mark in their Right Hand or in their Forcheads,and 
thatno man might buy or {ell ſave he that had the Mark, or the 
Nameof the Beaft, or the Number of his Name, And how far 
ſhort is your Excommunicato & Capi-ndo Writs of the'e things, 
if, God had no more Mercy then you, who are for yqur own fi. 
niſter Ends?. Nay, Are not they and other things now put in 
Exeentionagaialt Diſſenters, /the ſame that Fgbn ({Revelar, 13.) 
foxe-ſaw, and fore-told ſhould come, ? For, what is the Beaſt ? 
IF fot that B-aſt-tike Wilt or Deveuting Nature in fallen Man 
from whence all this Perſecution ariſeth __” Diflenters ? And 
do not the Two Horns of the Beaſt ſomethingTeſemble the Pa- 
pt» and thoſe of the Proteſtants, who arc puſhing at their Fel» 
low-Creati;res about Rehigion and Worfhip to God ? -Ar@ is it 
nt your Places to fee thar Right be done 'o@-the Fathcricſs nnd 


Is ' not that the pure Religion, . and undefiled before: 


Goe, to viſt the Fatherleſs and Widows ig their a_— 
| | ec -bells ut 


ey | 
But how ye viſit them is well known in the Countries, -who erd 
Families to pieces by cauſing Fathers to be caſt into Priſon, and 
ſo in effe&t make both Fatherleſs and Widows, if not worle ; 
for is it not worſe for a Woman to have a Husband to maintsin 
| Priſon,and her (elf, and it may be a company of ſmall Chi|dren 
at home, then if ſhe had no Husband? Ye mercileſs Men! ds 
yethink ye are not ſeen? yes ceitainly, the- Light is come, 
Glory to God for evermore, that is diſcovering of your Naked 
neſs, and your Shame ſhall appear more and more, the Month 
ef the Lord hath ſpoken it ; So it would be well for you to open 
the Priſon Doors, and Repent in time (if happily ye can find a 
p'ace) for the Cry of the Fatherleſs and Widdows, and Fami- 
lies diſtreſſed (by Reaſon of your Cruelties) is entred into the 
Fais of the Lord God of Sabbaths, like the Blood of Righte- 


God; and when the Lord comes to avenge the Cauſe of his 
Ele& Suffering Seed, it will not be your Law that will excuſe 
you any more then the Few: Law. did excuſe them, whofaid, 
They had a Law, and by their Law Chrift onght to dye. So ton- 
ſider your MV ayes in time, leſt the-Lord break you ints pieces, 
and give you your Portion where there is Weeping, and Wailin 

and Grafhing of Teeth, where the Worm never dycth, and the 
Fire gceth not out. And this know, the Lord hath a People in 
this Nation of England, whole Names are written in the Lamb's 
Bock of Lic, that cannot bow to your Wills, nor fſatisfie your 
covetous Ende, atrhough ye may be ſuffered to calt ſomeefehem 
into 'riſon, as the Periecutors of eld have done, whoſe fieps ye 
follow ; and if your Works be like theirs, can ye expect that 
you Wages will be any better? No ſurely; the Lord our God, 
whom we ſerve, and for whoſe ſake we ſuffer, is ajuſt God, and 
his Wayes are equal ; therefore in Love to your Souls, it is in 
my Heart to Adviſe you, To leave off ſending your Apparators 


about the Country to diſquiet honeſt People, who are willing to 


labour in the Creation to maintain their Families, without being 

chargeable to any. | 
Do ye think it is for the King's profit to ſuffer you to 
make a Prey upon his loving. and peaccable SubjeRs, 6 ye 
: ave 


ous Abel, whom Cain Murdered about Sacrifice or Offeting to- 
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' have done upon ſorie-, getting their Money or impriſcning 
their Bodies ? 'the Lord ſees you, and moR men ſee what it is 
you moſt aim at,your own Actions make you manifeſt; therefore 
tura to the bleſſed Light in your own Conſciences, that ſo you 
may ſce your ſelves, as well as others ſee you, and by it be led 
to do unto all mea as ye wou'd they ſhould do unto you ; 
for this is commendable amongſt men, and the fulfilling of the 
Law. 


This is written in True Love to your Souls, as a Way- 
wing unto you t0 leave off Oppreſſing the Prople, by 
One whom ye never admoniſhed to come to any of 

your Pariſh-Churches (jo called | yet a deep Suffe- 
rer wander your Cruelty, upon « Miſnomen, Forty 
Miles from his Wife and [mall Chilares : 


.Leve:fey-County. Goal, the : John Wilsford. 


iſt of the 10th Monch, 
© ..1676. 


Ye 


»s 
LES 
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Ye Men belonging co the Conrt in Let- 
ceſter called Spiritual or Eccleſtaſti- 


cal, &C. 


a '\ SLA hi ae. 


Wrete a Letter whichwas delivered unto ſome 5f you at the 
Sign of the Angel in Lezceſtcr upon t1e 8th of che roth Mo, 
1676. but having no Anſwer, it is in my Heart to commit a few 
words more unto your Conſideration, and fee if ye will anſwer 
them,& convince me of my erzor(if in one be)or elle relealeme 
out of Priſon; for, is it not a ſhame for you to keep men in priſon, 
& not endeavour to ſhew them tiieir Faults ? [s it not your Places 
to prove, that yours is the true Church, and your Worſhip that 
of the Spirit, that which Chriſt Jeſus ſet up above ſixteen hun- 
Cred Years ago, Fehr 4. when he told the Woman of Samaria, 
They wo ſhipped they knew rot what? knd is it not your Places to 
rightly inform the Minds of People ? Do you think it is enough: 
to barely ſay, / admoniſh you to come to Chnxch,and never go about 
| to prove. that your Church is the true Church, and yer force 
People unto it? I and ſome others were once before 
4 you, and [ defired you to inform me which was the true Church 
that ſo | might come unto it; but your Anſwer was, Nay, nay, 
do as Ged puts it into your Hearts till you keay from us again ;, and 
we have taken your Advice, and-yet ye have cauſed ſome of us 
to be put idto priſon ſince ; and let-me tell you, when I was but 
young 1 had much Zeal for God , and was affraid of Damnation, 
ſo I was diligent to go to: Church (as it was called) andin ſaying 
_ the Catechiſm, but after a little while the times turred; and then s 
the Catechiſmand Common- Prayer alſo was laid aſide; as things 
not uſeful for Salvation, ani moſt of the Prieſts turned like the 
: Wind, and pretended great Reformation therein ; bur the Lord 
God in his Everlaſting Love opened my Underſtanding,althougt 
but young in Years, to ſec it, = they were covetous and __ 
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and world not ſtand t» their Relicion, but turned for their 
Gain, and fprinkled Infants with watcr out of a Balqn, which 
they bad no more Scripture for then they had for the Forr ; and i 
came to lee, that moſt of their Prattices were contrary to the 
Practices of the Mim:ſers of Chriſt in the primitive time» ; but 
Tay, that they were much like the falſe Prophets an | Teachers * 
of old ; and | jaw, that thoſe that would put into their Mouthes, 
they would preach Peace unto, but if any kept back, they pre» 
pared War againſt them, and put them into priſon ; fo | quite 


_ left them (But take notice) you Common- Prayyy men left me 


betore 1 left you, ſo that, if any be to blame it i> your (elves, 
that would ſtand no better to your Religion : 1 and many others 
might have dove what we would for you almoſt 20 Years toge- 
ther, and now ye have got a little Power into your Hands, ye 
would ferce us to your Common- Prayer fgain, which ye left your 
{clyes, when it was out of Faſhion, and the then Rulers of the 
Landdid not like of it ;, and ii we ſhou'd turnio it again for Fear 
of your Cruelty, it is a great Queliizon whether ye wovld Rand, 


+ t9 it your ſ{clves or ne, (if a Change ſhould come)we have great 


caue to tclieve ye will got; for it iswell known how often the 
Prieſts have turned already, and therefore | conclude, that we 
the People of God in ſcorn called Quakers had better keep our 
Religion, which is fo.aded upon the Rock Chriſt Jeſus, which 
the Gares of Hecll can never prevail againſt, then turn to yours, 
and be to ſeek again if a Change ſho..1d come : 1: is a ſad thing to 
conſider how the poor People of England have been led about 
with a Company of blind, covetons & {clf ended Priefts, who 
reach for DoRrine the Precepts of Mcn, and preach for Hite and 
Tythes, as the falſe Prophets of old, For Hundfuls of Barley, and 
Futces of Bread, and under 4 Pritence read long Prayers made 
ready to theyy Hands. So conſider your wayes and doings, and 
take heed of going about to force any to your way and worſhip, 
except ye can prove it agrecable to the worſhip of Chriſt Je 

ſas,which is in the Spirit and Truth : And. let me further tell you, 
that your forcing People to your way, and getting their Money, 
maketh you look more like unto Antichriſt then Chriſt, and 


- more like Pep;fs, who take Money for Pardons then true Pre- 


zeftanis; for if one would conform to your way alter they are 
RES Pu 


_ 
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put into your Courts, anJ excommunicated, they cannot withe * 


out Money ; fo ſee how unlike the Apoſtles ye arc, and how 
like unto the ap ft; ; had Chriſt or his Apoſtles any Money for 
pardoning Sins or Faults? but] know no Fault that I amin for 
leaving your Church, and joyning to the Church of Chriſt ]: tus, 
who is the Rock of Ages, ard Foundation of many Generations 
and therefore | do not intend ye ſhall have one penny of me,nor 
ofany for me : And this know, that if ye Reep me and my Bre- 
thren called Quakers in priſon, the Lord ow God will plead our 
Cauſe with you, and break your Peace, and bring down your 
hauvhty minds ; for it is againſt him who hath appeared in us, 
which makes us differ from you, that ye are ſtriving againſt, brt 
it is in vain, he wi '! be too hard for you ; ye may as cal'y kinder 
the Wind from blowing, and the Syn from ſhining, as top the 
work which the Lord hath begun in the Hearts of his People ; 
and the more ye ſtrive, the more ye render your lelyes odious 
to God and all ſober People; for faith Chriſt, By cher Frmres 
ſh it ye know them (and Perſecution is a Fruit of the w.cked ne.) 
This is written by one who wifheth you well, an4 whole Praycrs 
have been to God for you, that ye may ce the Evil of your ways 
and break off from them before the Lord bring his Righteous 
Judgments upon you, which will certainly come except yere- 
pent, and leave off oppreſling the People, and open the 'riſcn 
D ors, and let the oppreſſed go free; for we who are called 
Quak;rs, are a People that do what we Co for Conſcience Sake 
to God, and not in Contempt to any one, and the Lord takerh 
what is done unto his, as done unto himſelf, ſee Mar. 20. 5, 
and reaJ it at your leiſure: And if we were really Offenders, as 
wc arc not, ye ovg*t not to deal by us as ye have done; how 
did the Apoſtles deal with Offenders . and ſcandalous walkers ? 
did they do any more then diſown them, or exclude them out of 
the Church ( after the ſecond or third Admonition) or deliver 
thera up to Satan ; ivr not to be of the Churc of Chri?, is to be 
uf the Synagogue of Satan: But we have excluded our {.lves 
from you, becauſe of your diſorderly walking, and we have 
Warrant for it in Scripture ; for the Apoſtle ſaich, 1” any heve 4 
Form of God/ineſs and not the Pomer, from ſuch turn away; and 
we coulll not find Power amongſt you to give us Vilory over 
, C2: . our 
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| (16) 
onr Sins z an | do net uneerſtand, that ye your ſelves feel Pow. 
er over your Sins ,, for i« there not a Complaint in your Steep'e- 
Hauſes Weck after Week, and Year after Year, That ye are 
Miſerable Offender s, and that There u no Health in you, and ye 
Poll -w too much the D:wvices of your own Hearts, andthat ye are er. 
red and ſtrayed from the Wayrs of Godike loſt Sheep, Ye ſhame. 
lefs men |. Are ye gone from the Wayes of God your ſelves ? 
and yet do you cauſe vs to be caſt into Priſon, becayſe we for 
Conſcience Sake, and for the Good of our own Souls, which is 
of mor: valeethen all the World, cannot go with you out oft*e 
Way of God? Oh bluſh for Shame ye proud Prieſts and Courr- 
men, anJrepent; co yethink yearenot ſcen ? are ye not more 
for Money then Reformation? The Heaven!y God, and good 
People ſce you, and ye cannot hide your ſclves from the Day of 
the Lord thatis coming, vhich ſhall burn as an Oven, A.d af 
the proud ind ell that dy wickedly ſhall be as Stubble, and th: day 
that cemeth ſhell urn them up, and leave them neither Rogt nor 
Branch, (o remembet that ye are once more warned, 


By your Friend Fohn Wilsford, whom ye keepin Priſon vpon 
a Miſnom:n, 42> Miles from his tender Wife and {mall 
Children. 


Leiceſter Connty 7oal 
the 11thof the 11th 
Ao. An, Dom,1676, 


The Court's Anſwer, 


This was delivered to ſome of ttiem by the Hands of Frffey 
Daſb, who faid,that one of them fail, #/e have read bis other 
over,but we willnor take Care to fend him an Anſwer, but we w # 
rake Care tokgep him cloſe where þe 15, 


Poltſcript 


(27) 


_ - <— _ _ 


: A Polticript. 


vw O unto you Perſecuting Prieſts and Co! rti-:rs, 
the Lord's Controverſie is great with yuu 7 
® Is 1t not a Shame for you who pretend to ſit as Judges 
” 11 ſpiritual Maiters to put and keep men in Priſon,and 
not endeavour to Convince them of their Error, it in 
one they be, notwithſtanding twice deſired in writing 
ſcripturally by me, for you to render an Account of 
your Faith. concerning your Church, Practice and 
Wcr.hip, to be true; and agreeable to the Practice of 
the Holy Men of old : your precedent Anſwer was 
n:ither Scriptural nor Reaſonable to ſo Reaſonalle a 
Requeſt of a Priſoner. Is it not your place to Exhort 
and Convince the Gainſayers by lound Doctrine ? But 
you ſhew that you have no regard to any thing but 
your own ſiniſter Ends : But this know, The Lord 
our God hath bottled up the Tears of our Little Ones, 
who cannot bur Weep for the Want of their Fa- 
thers, which ſhould work to get Bread apd others Ne- 
ceſſarics for them, the Lord God of Abraham, Iſaac 
and Fa:ob hath conſidered the Aﬀictions, and heard 
the Cry of his People, by reaſon of their Task-ma- 
ſters, which are worſe then the 5: yprians of old, for 
although they required their full Tale of Brick, yet 
they gave the People Liberty to gather Straw, but 
mango! us are kept in Priſon, and cannot. follow our 
lawful Cllings, and yet are required and do pay our 
a7 axes 


( 18) 
Taxes to the King, and Levyes to the Conſtables and 
Poor ; and we have no help of any of you to muntzin 
our Families; they and we m:y pine and ſtarve fur any 
regard that you ſcem to have of us, which theweth 


what (pirit you are of,even worſe then Pharach s TasKk- 4 
maſters, which the Lord overthrew ; and certainly he - 


wil avenze our rightes 's Cauſe on our Perecutors:ye \hall 
certainly kao, that ye have b:ca warned by your 


Friend, who hath ſecn in the eternal Light.chat your cat > 
is ſad 4x4 miſerable: And truly,you are to be pid char * 


ye ſhould be ſo blind. ts run on in pur /uance of your on'n 
Deſtra'tions, and will not take Counſel at the bleſſed Light 
x your ſelves. nor fro;3 any withoat you, O conſider your 
Waycs: the Word of the Lord hath ofteri run throvgh 
me after this manner, O ye Priefts! the Way that you 
ehink to ſet wp your ſelves, ſhall le your utter Overthrow : 
Yeglunk to frighten people; by your Perſecution to ſit 
down under your Teaching ; bur alas for you ! it ſets 
them further from you in their Hearts; for this is a day 
(Glory to God for evermore) wherein he is opering 
the Underſtandings of Thouſands by his bleſſed Light 
'n their Conſciences, which ye deſpiſe, which is the 
Cauſe of your Blindneſs and Darkneſs, ſo that the peo- 
ple which ye have formerly made as your Alles to ride 
on,can now ſee theAngel flying ia the mid{tof Heaven 
having the Everlaſting Goſpel to preach rothem that 
dwell on the Earth, ſaying, Fear Ged, and give Glory to 
his Name, for the Hour of his Fudsment is come ; and yet 
.ye (F4aam-like, who loved the Wages of Unrighteouſweſs) 
cannot {ee the Angel. But © ye Prieſts ! if ha be any 
remorſe or tenderneſs of ſpirit left in any of you,return.& 
leave off oppreſſing the people, and putting thoſe intoÞ riſer 
who for Conſcience ſake, (teins your Prattices contrary . , 
- the 
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nd the Praitices of the Miniſters of Chriſt of old, cannot pay / 
—_ you Tythes, b-:tore the Lord wholely overturn you,and | 
"ny throw you into the Pit of Deftruttion, where you ſhall | 
-th never riſe more and truly,this haſteneth upon you:and b 
ko FS thertore all pcople, who 1a the leaſt meaſure have your 1 
he * Underſtandangs open'd to ſee the coverone preftices of þ 
all thele Teachers to be like the Falſe Prophets and Tca- E | 
ad chers of old, who fed themſelves with the Fat, and clothed 2 
oe = with the wool, but cared not for the Flock z and how they 3+ 
ac * > have led you ſometimes into one Profeſſion and ſcme- , . | 
An times into another,turning like thcWind for filthy Lu- #17 
Mr cre ; ſometimes for a King.& ſometimes againſt a Kings | 

ir | ſo that they have manifeſted themlelves neither to be G 
h trueto God King nox, CoundSy,but have ſought fey their , 


Gatn from their 


"8 bitiig with theimTecth, andery. \ © 
ing Peace, axd hegs | 


3 preerh pot into their Moxthes they $ 

it 4 prepare War againſt him} a untoFou at ſee theſe 3 

Ss 5 things/Tru Font? under their Teaching, for 1 
y Night is come upon them, they have no Y fiin, as 4 
4 themſelves confels z and where there is no Viſion, the pes- ; 

IC ' ple periſh for lack of Knowledge,therefore come out from 

[- amongſt them, part: kenot of their Sins,leſt ye partake 


Y= | of their Plagues; come out of 21by/oz,for her Sins have 


reacted upto Heaven, and God hath remembred her * p 
Iniquitics. So all mind the Leadings of the bleſſed v0 
| Light in your Conlciences, from which you can't hide - "BD 
; _ yourſelves, it is and will be the Condemaation of Ali 
that are diſobedient unto it ; but it will lead all thar art 
willing-to follow it to the end out of al! By-pathes of 
1 Unrighteouſneſs and .Unholineſs, unto WWW ay of 'Y 
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Rr ever s and Holineſs, here your Soul nd 
R | | | 


J. W, 
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